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Prophets of peace in our �me 

 

Aung San Suu Kyi: 

“Every thought, every word, and every ac�on that adds to 

the posi�ve and the wholesome is a contribu�on to peace. 

Each and every one of us is capable of making such a  

contribu�on."  

 

Mahatma Gandhi: 

"Non-violence is not a garment to be put on and off at will. 

Its seat is in the heart, and it must be an inseparable part of 

our very being." 

 

Dorothy Day:  

“We must cry out against injus�ce or by our silence consent 

to it. If we keep silent, the very stones of the street will cry 

out."  

 

Desmond Tutu :  

"Forgiveness is an absolute necessity for con�nued human 

existence."  

Paix      Salaam       Peace      Friede      Tangnēfedd      Shanti     Pax 
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Diocese of Shrewsbury Commission for the Promo�on of  

Jus�ce, Peace & Social Responsibility 
 

ADVENT REFLECTION  led by Terry Gorman  

from Aid to the Church in Need 
 

Sunday December 6          4.30 –6.30 pm 

 

At Wistaston Hall, 89 Broughton Lane, Crewe CW2 8JS 
 

Everyone welcome  

Please bring some food for a shared table. 

Archdiocese of Liverpool Jus�ce & Peace Commission 
 

Annual Memorial Lecture 

“REFUGEES” 

Louise Zanré from JRS (Jesuit Refugee Service) 
 

Sunday 17 January  
 

        2.00 – 4.00 pm  Doors open 1.30 pm  
 

LACE Conference Centre, Croxteth Drive, 

Se<on Park,  Liverpool, L17 1AA 

 

PALESTINIAN LIVES MATTER 
 

      Rev. Dr. Mitri Raheb (Lutheran Pastor of 'The Christmas Church', Bethlehem)  October 2015  writes: 
 

        A new wave of poli�cal unrest is here. Within the last five weeks over forty young people from Pales�ne were killed 

and over 1100 injured. These are not mere numbers, but young people with faces, names, and dreams. Yet, as if their 

lives do not ma@er, the Israelis are easing their already loose laws on using arms with a clear message of shoot to kill. For 

the Israeli government, these young Pales�nians are rebels that do not deserve to live. They must be taught a lesson. To 

add salt to injury, you hear the western poli�cians talking about Israel's right to defend itself, and standing shamelessly 

with Israel. Thus, to those interna�onal players, the lives of Pales�nians are worthless while the life of an Israeli is pre-

cious. This pa@ern reminds us of how the world viewed the lives of black people under apartheid and how racism against 

blacks is felt in so many countries around the world. The same applies to Indigenous peoples, and the oppressed. The 

most dangerous thing however, is when young people from those oppressed groups are pushed to the point where they 

start looking for a life a<er death but do not believe any more in a life before death that is worth living.  
       

In this context, we have three messages to share: 

The first message is to our Jewish Israeli neighbours: The history of the Maccabeans, of the so-called first Jewish revolt, 

and that of Bar Kochba teaches us that as long as there is occupa�on, there will be uprising. Over and over again, young 

people will rise reques�ng their freedom and this is their right. The occupa�on has to end for our sake and for your sake. 

Enough lives have been wasted. 

The second message is to the interna�onal community: without jus�ce for Pales�ne, there will be no peace for Israel. 

Unless we start seeing the lives of the Pales�nians as important as the lives of the Israelis, the bloodshed will con�nue. 

Pales�nian lives ma@er. 

The third message is to our Pales�nian young people: The ques�on is not if we should resist or not, but the most im-

portant ques�on is how to resist, and how to resist crea�vely. We do not want you to die, but to live for Pales�ne. 

Through your life you can contribute more to the future of Pales�ne. We want you to cling to your dreams, even if the 

occupa�on wants to steal these dreams from you, and if the whole world ignores your rights. The denial of your life and 

dignity with all its harshness should be used as a propeller for you to cling to life and not allow anyone to waste it. Your 

lives ma@er to God, to us, your community, and to those who love jus�ce in this world. Your crea�ve resistance will 

eventually free Pales�ne and then you, your families and all Pales�nians will enjoy the life in abundance. 
 

PEACE SUNDAY 2016          17 JANUARY     The theme is  “Overcome indifference and win peace” 
 

“In his World Peace Day message 2016 Pope Francis invites us to reflect on how we can hope 

for peace without working to challenge the causes of violence and injus�ce in our world today. 

Time and again Pope Francis has spoken of our ‘throw-away culture’ which dehumanises and 

destroys the human person, whether through war and conflict or economic injus�ce. On Peace 

Sunday we have an opportunity to learn from this message and put our faith into ac�on. 
 

            “In Pax Chris� we know that peace is to be worked at, and we are greatly heartened by the outpouring of empa-

thy and ac�on that surrounds the current crisis we face of refugees fleeing war and conflict. But unless we combine this 

with work to stop the causes of war – the global arms trade and our part within it; the billions spent annually on war 

and war prepara�ons – we will not win peace.“ 

Extract from the le@er which Archbishop Malcolm McMahon OP, Na�onal President of Pax Chris� Bri�sh Sec�on sent to 

all parishes in the UK.  

Resources for peace Sunday available from  www.paxchris=.org.uk/ news-and-events/peace-sunday/ 
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Editor:  One of the most challenging issues at the moment is the large numbers of people coming into Europe seeking 

refuge and asylum. So it seemed important to dedicate the next 3 pages to look at the situa�on and the response our 

Dioceses are making to this challenge. 
 

WELCOMING THE STRANGER 
Report prepared by Steve Atherton 

The situa�on in the North West and in Liverpool in par�cular is complicated by the history of dispersal into the region.  

In Liverpool alone there are currently over 1,000 known asylum seekers awai�ng a decision and a large but unquan�fia-

ble number of refused asylum seekers. There are already established organisa�ons such as Asylum Link Merseyside 

(ALM) set up nearly 15 years ago which sees about 250 people each week, offering legal services, housing advice, food, 

clothing, language classes and other services.  
 

ANALYSIS: SEVEN STRANDS OF REFUGEES 

1. Those in the camps in the borders of Syria.  20,000 are to be invited into the UK over five years under the govern-

ment’s Vulnerable Persons Rese@lement Scheme (VPRS). These people will be nominated by United Na�ons High Com-

missioner for Refugees (UNHCR). They will be given refugee status and full support to se@le. We are disturbed by the 

unfairness of a scheme that chooses a small number from the millions who are in need. 

2. Those in the same camps who will not be invited into the UK. Under the Private Sponsorship scheme people can be 

invited into the UK by a group that is able to look a<er them.  Sponsored people will be given refugee status, etc, but 

will not be supported financially. The UNHCR will be involved in the selec�on process. The same worries about the se-

lec�on process apply to this category as to the above. 

3. Those we have seen on our TV screens who are on the move to and through Europe. They include the professional 

and middle-classes who have the ini�a�ve to make their escape and the finance to pay for travel, including to people 

smugglers where necessary, but they are finding fewer safe points of entry into to Europe and increasing reluctance 

from host communi�es. Some of these people are stuck in camps in Lesbos and elsewhere. 

4. Those we have seen on our TV screens who have leC Syria and have crossed Europe to reach the camps in Calais, 

Boulogne and Dunkirk. These camps also include the people who are fleeing from conflicts, climate change and en-

demic poverty in Iraq, Afghanistan, Eritrea, Somalia, Congo and Sudan.  3 out of every 4 people in the camps are 

wai�ng for housing in France. The main problem for the others is that there is no safe means of entry into the UK. 

5. Those who are in the UK and have registered as Asylum Seekers. Es�mates of numbers vary widely but are proba-

bly around 20,000 each year for the last ten years. Once they have registered (which can only be done at the point of 

entry or in Croydon) they are dispersed across the country, to areas where the housing is cheaper, especially into the 

North West. 

6. Those whose applica=ons have failed. Each �me their claim is denied they lose all benefits and become des�tute.  

A<er a refusal they can make another appeal, up to three appeals.  The final appeal has to be heard in Liverpool, by 

which �me they are des�tute with no money to pay for their travel to Liverpool.  (At the moment the children are s�ll 

en�tled to support but there a bill is currently before parliament to remove support from the children of failed asylum 

seekers.) 

7. Des=tute newly accepted refugees. Those who have been given leave to remain but become des�tute because of 

inbuilt failure in the system, i.e.  they con�nue to receive support for 28 days, during which �me they need to find new 

accommoda�on and register for work.  They can o<en wait longer than 28 days to receive NI registra�on, to access a 

bank account and even longer to find employment.  Without a bank account they can’t access work or housing, with-

out savings they can’t pay the deposit for accommoda�on. 
 

WAYS OF POSSIBLE RESPONSE 

1. VPRS: Tell the Local Authori�es that our parishes are willing to welcome refugees and will help them to integrate into 

the local community. Gather volunteers to prepare to welcome refugees. 

2. Private Sponsorship: Endorse the scheme, raise money to support it and look for pilot parishes.   

3. On the move: Support the people in the camps in Lesbos, etc, via Caritas Interna�onalis 

4. In camps: It is not helpful to send clothes, instead we can offer to send money directly via CAFOD or CSAN (Caritas 

Social Ac�on Network). CAFOD and CSAN are both agencies of the Bishops Conference. 

5. In UK: Encourage more support for local organisa�ons e.g. ALM.  These are organisa�ons who have been looking a<er 

some of the poorest people in Liverpool Archdiocese for at least fi<een years, lurching from one financial crisis to the 

next but always keeping going.  They need money and they need volunteers. 

6. Failed: This group is in desperate need of support. They are already here. Many have failed to meet the criteria for 

asylum but it is not possible to return home. 

7. Des�tute new refugees: Change the system to allow for be@er and less stressful transi�on from Asylum Seeker to 

Refugee.  
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RESPONSE TO THE REFUGEE CRISIS IN THE LIVERPOOL ARCHDIOCESE 
 

Work with local authori=es: As the diocesan response to the vast movements of people into Europe has been slowly 

developing, it has become increasingly clear that any response to the situa�on must involve partnerships between 

churches and local authori�es.  Neither group can manage on its own: the government is liaising with local authori�es 

and asking them to specify how many families or individuals they can offer places to under the VPRS (Vulnerable Person 

Rese@lement Scheme) and the churches have groups of compassionate people who are looking for ways to get involved. 

The local authori�es are delighted to find that the churches are eager to help. There is s�ll an almost total lack of infor-

ma�on about who is coming, when they are arriving, how they will be placed, how they will be matched with local hosts, 

and what ‘vulnerable’ means in prac�ce. The same sort of lack of clarity applies to the Private Sponsorship model that 

allows groups to invite individuals or families into the country. 

Work ecumenically: Liverpool has a great tradi�on of working ecumenically and the archdiocese, the diocese and the 

Free Churches are learning all over again that we are “Be@er Together”.  The Liverpool response is being framed as a 

project of CTMR (Churches Together in the Merseyside Region) 

Work locally: So far we are working together with local authori�es in Se<on, Liverpool, St Helens, Southport, West 

Lancashire and Knowsley; we have begun in Warrington, Widnes, Leyland and Ashton-in-Makerfield; we expect to begin 

soon in Widnes and Wigan.  There is much to do before we reach the goal of a series of local organisa�ons that are re-

sponding to local situa�ons while staying in touch with each other and learning from each other’s experiences.   

Don’t overlook the long standing problems: Pope Francis’ appeal for the church to show compassion was in the context 

of refugees crossing the Mediterranean or seeking safety on the streets of con�nental Europe.  In the UK we have a sep-

arate set of circumstances that demand our compassion.  The food bank at the two cathedrals reports that 75% of its 

clients are asylum seekers/refugees.  By the end of the summer they had provided over 300,000 meals and given out 

20,000 food hampers. As well as ALM (page 3) in Wigan, Support Wigan Arrivals Project (SWAP), a much smaller organi-

sa�on that has developed over the same sort of �me frame, offers individual support to about 20 people per week and 

provides, food, clothes and some opportuni�es for socialising to about 70 each week. SWAP began as a church project 

but now has very li@le church support.  This has become an increasingly important focus of our diocesan approach and 

the organisa�ons are delighted that the churches are increasing their response to the terrible problems that already 

existed here before the current exodus from the Middle East.   

Don’t forget our local people: Throughout all this welcome increase in compassion for refugees we have tried to keep 

a clear focus on the needs of our local people, many of whom are struggling to make ends meet in the face of the cur-

rent economic situa�on in the UK.  To this end both the Liverpool archdiocese and the diocese have maintained their 

involvement in an�-poverty work, specifically with heavy involvement in the Feeding Liverpool ini�a�ve. 

Keep in touch with what’s happening na=onally: There’s no sense in re-inven�ng the wheel so we’re trying to speak to 

people who are doing similar work across the country. This includes JRS (Jesuit Refugee Services), Ci�zens UK, the dio-

ceses of Plymouth, Southwark, and Arundel and Brighton. We’d love to bring together all the groups who are involved in 

this effort to share knowledge and ideas. 

POSTSCRIPT: In the light of the terrible events in Paris, it is important to remember that IS has a deliberate policy of 

using terror to spread fear and confusion.  They believe that the West is corrupt and inferior to the ideology they offer.  

IS will only be reduced to silence by the counter model that we can offer of unfailing kindness and Chris�an charity. 

Bombs will make things worse. 
 

RESPONSE IN THE SHREWSBURY DIOCESE 
 

The Catholic Children’s Society has been named as the contact point for Diocesan ac�vity and Informa�on Mary Kilcoyne 

as the named person within the organisa�on. She can be contacted on 0151 652 1281.  She reports: 

As an ini�al strategic response the following priori�es were set and adopted. 

Communica=on: In the beginning it was recognised that good communica�on is essen�al between Bishop Mark, the 

Clergy, Parishes, Schools, Local Authority and other agencies who could contribute to an appropriate response and or 

provide exper�se and guidance. To this effect all parish priests and deacons have been sent le@ers from Bishop Mark 

encouraging a response at local level and a copy of the statement from Cardinal Nicholls and Archbishop Smith on be-

half of the Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales. 

A Facebook Page dedicated to news, informa�on sharing, fundraising and guidance has been set up, and all parishes 

have included informa�on on how to access this in their parish bulle�ns.  

Mary Kilcoyne has par�cipated in discussions and an audit carried out by CSAN (Caritas Social Ac�on Network) and is 

kept updated by them. Catholic Children’s Society is a member of CSAN. Communica�on has been maintained through 

CSAN members, who are also the named contact points in their own dioceses for the refugee crisis, sharing  informa�on 

about their local ini�a�ves, strategies and good prac�ce.. 

Local authori�es have been contacted, and given details of the diocesan contact and informed of the willingness of the 

Church to collaborate where possible with its refugee plan.  
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SHREWSBURY DIOCESE RESPONSE con=nued: 

Accommoda=on: The Diocesan Finance Secretary and Buildings Manager are audi�ng vacant buildings and assessing 

their suitability and state of repair for use by refugees. There have been offers from parishioners to accommodate single 

refugees; to offer spaces for families in their homes; a property developer has offered two houses as temporary accom-

moda�on for refugee families; priests have suggested sharing one presbytery in order to make the other one available; 

parishioners have been iden�fying spaces, empty presbyteries and churches as accommoda�on possibili�es. These 

offers are all being audited. 

Fundraising: Monies have been raised via CAFOD for the Calais Project, the SVP has organised a fundraising event and 

the money raised,(£4,000 +)  will be used to support refugees arriving in the Diocese. Catholic Children’s Society will also 

be using their gi< dona�on facility on their website to fundraise for exis�ng projects with refugees abroad and to sup-

port projects with the Syrian families once they arrive.  

In Runcorn financial support has been directed to the ACN (Aid to the Church in Need). 

Volunteering:  A local religious sister offered her �me to help with the promo�on of the Diocesan refugee response 

and support the communica�on strategy.  

Parishioners, some of whom are ex-teachers and others with a TEFL (Teaching English as a Foreign Language) qualifica-

�on, are offering their skills for teaching English to children and families arriving here. There has also been an offer from 

an Iraqi speaker to provide a transla�on service. 

Car drivers to take families to medical / benefits and other appointments.      

The SVP at their recent Annual Diocesan Fes�val Mee�ng shared many prac�cal ideas about welcoming refugees, ques-

�ons to think about and simple ac�ons that parishes could adopt. 

Collec=on Points / Support: Through the Facebook page people are informing others about collec�on points for cloth-

ing and shoes. Mostly at this �me des�ned for Calais and the other Refugee Camps. 

One Parish has collected bedding, clothing, footwear, rainwear and basic essen�als and then funded volunteers to travel 

to Calais with the clothes and then take them over to Greece. 

Awareness Raising: A Jus�ce and Peace group has organised talks in the Parish about the migrant situa�on presented 

by CAFOD and extended an open invita�on. 

A person a@ending a seminar in Chester University about the Poli�cal context of migra�on will write a summary to be 

published on Facebook page  
 

Current work with Refugees already here. 

A parish in the Stockport area is providing clothes, shoes and friendship to groups of refugees passing through their area 

for a few days, located in a Britannia hotel, before they are moved on to Liverpool, Scotland or elsewhere. Usually these  

families arrive in what they stand up in and wearing only flip flops.  

A West Kirby parish which has a long rela�onship with Asylum Link in Liverpool supports that par�cular project. 

Runcorn: Primary schools have fundraised for Persecuted Chris�ans and the money sent to ACN. For the last three years 

they have been suppor�ng a Catholic school in Beit Sahour near Bethlehem suppor�ng poor families with school fees. 

Their J&P group regularly writes to the MP and MEP to raise awareness of especially, though not exclusively, Chris�an 

refugees. The Parish was the focus for the seUng up of Umbrella Halton which works with immigrant groups seeking to 

support and rese@le  them in the local society. 

Work with the Ragheed group (named a<er an Iraqi priest who was taken and killed) focuses on the welcome, support, 

celebra�on of  ethnically diverse groups and encourages their integra�on in the host community through learning about 

their culture and sharing our own.  
 

Prayer: In recent e mail communica�ons from some of the parishes, all reported that prayer for the refugees and their 

families and a solu�on to the poli�cal situa�on that has caused this suffering, is included in the prayers of the Mass.  

Parishioners are encouraged to remember them too in their personal prayer. 
 

There seems to be a feeling that parishes could have structures set up which would be able to respond and support the 

migrant situa�on. Many have pointed out that the “crisis” is long term commitment.  
 

SeGng up a Task Group 

One of the concerns among many people is that there is very li@le informa�on coming out from government.  There is a 

real will to move, to act, to support but people feel unsure about the how. There will be a mee�ng of a task group made 

up of representa�ves from the SVP, health (experience of coping with trauma) a local authority representa�ve, Housing 

(church associa�ons), safeguarding, Catholic Children’s Society, schools and a representa�ve of the diocese. The first 

phase being: to listen to what each service can offer; to reflect on the difficul�es each group may have to face and look 

for local solu�ons; to commit to working together in partnership both in ac�on and informa�on sharing, promote ac�on 

within the parishes of the diocese and to keep the Bishop and diocese informed. 

                                                                                                                                                                        Report November 2015 
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If the challenges to our security in Britain come from terrorism, climate change and cyber 

warfare, how do nuclear weapons help to combat these? Is it not �me to think seriously 

about replacing Trident?  

 Read more on www.rethinktrident.org.uk  and write to your MP making your views known if 

you haven’t already done so 

                              STOP TRIDENT        Na=onal Demonstra=on in London on  February 27th 2016 

                DEAD AID by Dembisa Moyo 
 

Bryan Halson of Alsager/Crewe JPIC, an ecumenical group 

associated with Churches Together, writes: 
 

In recent years there has been considerable discussion on 

the subject of ‘aid’ (financial aid from the North to coun-

tries of the South);  does it help economic development? 

and how is it best administered? 
 

A controversial input to this discussion is a book, Dead 

Aid, wri@en by Dembisa Moyo with reference to aid to 

Africa. Moyo was born and brought up in Zambia, has 

higher degrees from Harvard and Oxford, and has worked 

as a consultant in the World Bank and with Goldman 

Sachs. Our group used this to prompt our own discussions 

on the subject. 
 

Dead Aid was first published in 2009, and is therefore 

somewhat dated in such a fast-moving area, but some of 

the points Moyo makes are every bit as relevant in 2015  -  

perhaps more so.  Our group found it provided a useful 

basis for discussion. 
 

Moyo dis�nguishes three types of aid.  One is what she 

calls “humanitarian” aid.  This is emergency aid in disaster 

situa�ons such as earthquakes or floods.  A second is 

“charitable” aid which is the sphere of NGO’s such as Pro-

gressio, Chris�an Aid, CAFOD.  Here the aid finances spe-

cific projects, many of which are chosen and organised by 

the recipients themselves.   
 

The third type of aid is “government to government” aid, 

involving governments and also the World Bank.  It is just 

this third type of aid which is the subject of Moyo’s book.  

For decades it has been argued that development de-

pends on aid.  A huge mistake, says Moyo.  “Dead Aid is 

the story of the failure of post-war development policy”. 
 

Aid is supposed to lead to economic growth and the elim-

ina�on of poverty  -  but does it? The sta�s�cs from Afri-

ca tell a different story. Since 1970 some $300 billion in 

aid has come to African countries yet in most of them 

poverty has increased and growth has declined.  In 2009 

Moyo can cite only three countries where this was not 

the case  -  Botswana, Equatorial Guinea, and Swaziland. 
 

What lies behind this failure?  Aid is itself the problem, 

says Moyo. Aid comes in two forms  -  concessional loans 

(lent below market rates and for longer lending periods), 

and grants (given for nothing in return). But the dis�nc-

�on between the two is o<en hazy. What has frequently 

happened is that even when aid has come with s�pula-

�ons a@ached it has not been used as intended. One 

World Bank study said that this was the case with 85% of 

aid money, yet aid con�nued to be transmi@ed on the 

assump�on that this was the only way to secure develop-

ment. 
 

This has led to an over-reliance which has trapped many 

in a vicious circle of aid dependency, corrup�on, and fur-

ther poverty. There is only one way forward, says Moyo, 

and that is a complete shi< from aid to other strategies. 

These would vary from country to country but could in-

clude greater use of the bond market, of micro-finance (of 

the Grameen type), fairer trade, foreign direct invest-

ment.  Moyo describes the implica�ons of the changes 

she advocates  -  changes affec�ng the World Trade Or-

ganisa�on’s rules, the banking systems in African coun-

tries, the use of subsidies in First World agriculture, and 

strong ac�on against the ever-present corrup�on. 
 

Aid has failed, but there is another way forward, says 

Moyo. Her arguments have produced enthusias�c support 

and sharp cri�cism, but certainly they cannot be ignored. 

SEND A CARD FOR CHRISTMAS 

Ac�on of Chris�ans against Torture (acat(uk)) was formed in 1984. It seeks to increase awareness in the Churches and 

among Chris�ans of the widespread and evil use of torture and the need, for reasons of Chris�an faith, to campaign 

for its aboli�on. 
 

Vic�ms of torture, human rights groups and individuals under threat, and persecuted Chris�ans need our support and 

our prayers. At Christmas we can all take the opportunity to let them know that they are not forgo@en.  A card can 

mean so much to them. Cards also tell the authori�es that prisoners are not forgo@en and can result in improved 

prison condi�ons, in a new inves�ga�on leading to a retrial and, on occasion, to freedom. Cards of support, encour-

agement and thanks for their work can also give an important boost to human rights organisa�ons under threat of 

arrest, imprisonment and death. A reply is occasionally received, but this should not be expected. 
 

If you would like to send a card personally and encourage your church members to do the same you can download 

this year’s list of groups or individuals who would welcome your support from hHp://www.acatuk.org.uk 
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“TIME OUT ON TUESDAYS”    

December 10,  January 12,  February 9,  March 10  

An ecumenical quiet day for everyone    

10 – 4 pm at The Convent of our Lady of the Cenacle,  

Lance Lane, Wavertree,   Liverpool L15 6TW       Input 

and �me for individual quiet prayer and  reflec�on.    

Tea & coffee provided. Bring your own lunch.   

Cost £10   For more informa�on or to book  : 

 Tel 0151 7222271  email:  winniecenacle@mail.com 

                                     CAFOD QUIZ NIGHTS 

January 15, February 12, March 11
 

 at 7.30 pm. 

Our Lady’s Parish Centre, Ellesmere Port Town Centre. 

Entrance: £3.00  (children £1)       Quizmaster Mr. Mike Ives 

All money raised will go to CAFOD’s  Connect2  Ethiopia  fund 

raising project.  Fair Trade stall and Fair Trade refreshments 

provided at the interval.    

For further details contact Tony Walsh on 0151 355 6419. 

Arranged by Ellesmere Port LPA J & P group 

CHRISTIANS AWARE ANNUAL CONFERENCE      The Middle East Conflict Transforma=on 
 

8th-10th January 2016     Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick,  Derbyshire DE55 1AU      Tel: 01773 526000 
 

Speakers include: Jeff Halper  Director and co-founder of the Israeli Commi@ee Against House  

Demoli�ons,  Jeremy Moodey CEO of Embrace the Middle East and Simon Marchant and Becky  

Viney-Wood who work for EAPPI (Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in Pales�ne and Israel). 
 

Full details of conference including booking form to download:  www.chris=ansaware.co.uk/Jan_2016.html 

 

HOMELESS SUNDAY   JANUARY 24th  
 

FACT: There are 1,843,992 households in England and Scotland on a local authority housing wai�ng list, 

while average house prices are now 6.3 �mes median earnings in England and 5.8 �mes median earnings 

in Scotland. 
 

FACT: Over 160,000 households applied to local authori�es in England, Scotland and Wales for help with  

homelessness in 2014 
 

Homeless Sunday encourages us to show our concern for individuals affected by homelessness,  to challenge the condi-

�ons that create it and to celebrate work that tackles the problem.  Whatever level of engagement a congrega�on has 

with homelessness, Homeless Sunday is an opportunity to take it a step higher. 
 

For useful resources see www.housingjus=ce.org.uk/pages/homeless_sunday.html 

  

 LIVE BELOW THE LINE      Can YOU live on £1 a day for 5 days? 
The Archdiocese of Liverpool and PROGRESSIO are offering this challenge for Lent 2016. 

CAMPAIGN LAUNCH with Archbishop Malcolm McMahon               Thursday 28 January   6.30 – 7.30pm  
at LACE Croxteth Drive, Se<on Park,  Liverpool. L17 1AA 

 Introduc�on to campaign plus video of LACE chef making cheap 50p meals.    

 

              SHARING VISIONS OF A GOOD SOCIETY 

Church Ac=on on Poverty's annual conference                         Saturday 30 January 2016 
 

Venue  Stoke-on-Trent Civic Hall in Stoke city centre. The building is fully accessible, and well connect-

ed to public transport links.  Maps and direc�ons on booking.  
 

Churches and communi�es across the UK are taking part in Good Society conversa�ons – exploring what must be done 

to build a Good Society, listening especially to voices from poor and excluded communi�es.  At the conference, par�ci-

pants from those conversa�ons will join Church Ac�on on Poverty’s supporters to share our visions of the Good Society 

– and discuss how we can work together to make those visions real. 
  

Book online at  www.church-poverty.org.uk/conference   or call 0161 236 9321  

 

                FEBRUARY 7   CHURCH ACTION ON POVERTY SUNDAY 

Food is a gi< from God. But in the UK today, thousands of people are denied access to that gi< by 

injus�ces that leave them des�tute.  Why not break bread, share soup and donate to help end the 

scandal of poverty in the UK?   Resources to help you on www.church-poverty.org.uk/sunday 
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Margaret Cooke writes: 
 

On a cold and gusty November day nearly seventy people 

gathered at St Agnes, West Kirby, to hear the message 

from Pope Francis’s latest encyclical: our world is beau�ful 

but vulnerable and our current lifestyles are severely dam-

aging it. By the end of the day, two excellent speakers, 

Ellen Teague, a Catholic journalist and writer on environ-

mental issues, and Paul Kelly, GP turned environmentalist, 

had convinced me, at least, of the truth of the Pope’s mes-

sage and the Chris�an impera�ve to act quickly to prevent 

further damage.  
 

The message was �mely, coming just before the UN Paris 

conference on climate change in late November and De-

cember. This will be a@ended by about 190 na�onal lead-

ers and will a@empt to set new targets for greenhouse gas 

emissions when the present ones expire in 2020. The 

Pope’s encyclical is, in part, an a@empt to influence this 

process, addressing the whole world and asking us to lis-

ten to what scien�sts are saying. 
 

Ellen Teague started the day with a compelling sequence 

of slides showing how human development over the last 

50 years has largely vi�ated the principles of jus�ce and 

peace which lie at the heart of Catholic Social Teaching. 

She started with some of the photographs taken by astro-

nauts in the six�es showing not only the beauty of our 

earth as we had never seen it before but also its vulnera-

bility. This last she documented by examples of environ-

mental damage in some developing coun�es: deser�fica-

�on in Northern Nigeria; typhoons in the Philippines and 

mel�ng glaciers in Peru causing extensive flooding; heat 

waves and pollu�on in Pakistan; whole scale destruc�on of 

Amazonian rainforests; and the destruc�on of sites of bio-

diversity in the interests of  nuclear bases. 
 

Pope Francis in Laudato Si’ implicates our lifestyles in this 

degrada�on. We have a model of development based on 

the intensive use of fossil fuels in energy, transport and 

flying. This results in pollu�on which harms and kills peo-

ple. And we have a throwaway culture which ignores the 

environmental damage caused in providing the compo-

nents for cheap products. Moreover, we refuse to appreci-

ate the natural world for what it is, rather than its useful-

ness to us.  
 

Pope Francis establishes free access to water as a human 

right, and points to a rise in the price of food should water  

become scarce or subject to control by mul�na�onal con-

cerns. This scarcity could lead to conflict. He also points to 

the nega�ve effects of an economic model in which priori-

ty is given to specula�on and the pursuit of financial gain 

and ‘a deified market’ which fails to take into account hu-

man dignity and the natural environment. This can lead to 

global inequality and social breakdown. 
 

Ellen pointed to the ways in which these violated the prin-

ciples of Catholic Social Teaching: respect for human be-

ings; the need for community and par�cipa�on; care for 

crea�on (the major focus of the day); provision for dignity 

at work; the drive for peace and reconcilia�on; and soli-

darity between humans and par�cularly with the poor. The 

result of the neglect of some of these principles can be 

seen in refugees fleeing from conflict, the viola�on of hu-

man rights and the effects of environmental change.  
 

In comba�ng these viola�ons, the Pope talks of the need 

for an ‘Integral Ecology’ in keeping with St Francis who 

showed us ‘how inseparable the bond is between concern 

for nature , jus�ce for the poor , commitment to society 

and interior peace.’ We are faced with not two crises but 

one, a complex crisis which is both environmental and 

social. We must hear both the ‘cry of the Earth and the cry 

of the poor.’ This concern for the common good must also 

extend to future genera�ons, and requires what he calls 

‘intergenera�onal solidarity.’ He feels we are easily dis-

trac�ble, want to go on living as we are and think technol-

ogy will solve environmental problems, when what we 

need is ‘a global ecological conversion’ so that our children 

can be hopeful, not fearful, about their future. Ellen point-

ed to the ‘cosmic experience’ of the Eucharist as the su-

preme example of this conversion. 
 

Before ending with some inspiring quota�ons from Lauda-

to Si’, Ellen gave us some leads into further study and ac-

�on, including the Live Simply Award for parishes demon-

stra�ng a commitment to environmental concerns. These 

were also included in a handout of resources compiled by 

both speakers. 
 

A<er lunch Paul Kelly complemented Ellen’s talk by giving 

us some ‘Signs of the Times’ drawn from science. He used 

the See, Judge, Act model to document facts about climate 

change and how we could take ac�on to mi�gate its effect. 

Care for crea�on was not new in Catholic teaching and 

despair for Chris�ans is not an op�on. Living simply, sus-

tainably and in solidarity with the poor showed the way 

forward.  
 

Under ‘See’ Paul described the present situa�on. Looking 

at  land and sea temperatures over the  period 1880 to 

2012 shows  that global warming has not only increased 

but has accelerated in the last 30 years. The IPCC’s group 

of 2000 scien�sts from 150 coun�es agree with this and 

that the increase is due to human ac�vity. The confidence 

level for this finding is 95% which, Paul explained, means 

not that 5 in every 100 scien�sts disagree, but that 95% of 

the �me, the data showed the same result. This, to a sci-

en�st means certainty. Developed countries produce most 

of the world’s greenhouse emissions, energy produc�on 

being the principal component and fossil fuels implicated 

in most energy produc�on.   
 

The IPCC predict that the rise in global temperature levels 

will be in the range of 2.6-4% , with any rise over 2% likely  

                                             con�nued opposite…. 

LAUDATO SI’  - THE IMPERATIVE TO CHANGE 
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                                                                    TTIP and TTP update 
 

For many of us TTIP (the Transatlan�c Trade and Investment Partnership) and its fellow TTP (the Trans-Pacific Partner-

ship) have disappeared below the radar.  But it important to keep up to date with these nego�a�ons as they will affect 

us all in many ways if/when the documents are finally ra�fied.  It will be too late then to make our protests.  

TTP   The final text has just (November 2015) been agreed and released to the public. It cuts trade tariffs and sets 

common standards in trade for 12 Pacific rim countries: Australia,  Brunei,  Chile, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico,  New Zealand  

Peru, Singapore, United States, and Vietnam.  It marks the end of five years of o<en bi@er and tense nego�a�ons. Sup-

porters say it could be worth billions of dollars to the countries involved but cri�cs say it was nego�ated in secret and is 

biased towards big corpora�ons. The deal covers about 40% of the global GDP. To take effect it s�ll has to be ra�fied by 

legislatures in each country involved.  Interes�ngly China has not  been part of these nego�a�ons.  But you may be won-

dering what this has to do with us?  The TTP text gives us some idea of what we can expect from TTIP and as expected it 

is very favourable to big business.  www.SumOfUs.org  amongst others is campaigning to prevent TTP being ra�fied. 
 

Reminders about TTIP 

This treaty is being nego�ated between United States and  the European Union – the world’s two largest economies . It 

covers an even larger area than TTP.  (50% plus of the global GDP). Only 10% of its value is about tariff removal. Its main 

purpose is to remove regulatory barriers to trade. In prac�ce this mutual deregula�on could mean a watering down of 

standards ignoring the social costs.  There are fears that it will reduce protec�on in the areas of hazardous waste sub-

stances, animal tes�ng, avia�on emissions, GM foods for instance. So far the nego�a�ons have been con�nuing out of 

the public domain although, as a result of public pressure** the EU has released some of their nego�a�ng documents. 

But the consolidated text featuring proposals from both sides is s�ll not available to the public. If these proposals are 

accepted before President Obama’s term of office finishes they could be ra�fied in 2017.  

To help us collect our thoughts and tell others about TTIP, a new book has come out.  
 

 

TTIP: The Truth about the Transatlan=c Trade and Investment Partnership   

by Ferdi De Ville and Gabriel Siles-Brügge 
In this incisive analysis, the claims made by TTIP's cheerleaders and scaremongers are scru�nized to reveal a far more 

nuanced picture behind the headlines. TTIP will not provide an economic 'cure-all', nor will it destroy the European wel-

fare state in one fell swoop. It can be ordered from www.polity.co.uk/book.asp?ref=9781509501014 
 

**h�ps://secure.38degrees.org.uk/page/s/eu-�p-pe��on#pe��on   Over 3,300,000 people across the EU have al-

ready signed this online pe��on.. The aim is to reach 5,000,000. Please consider signing if you haven’t done so already. 

Laudato Si’  Con�nued from opposite page 

to result in severe effects. As we are already well on the  

way to at least 2.5 % of warming, this is a situa�on where 

we have to take substan�al addi�onal ac�on now if we 

are to avoid severely narrowing our op�ons in the future.  
 

Paul then detailed some of the exis�ng effects of global 

warming, some of which Ellen had already noted: extreme 

weather, including droughts, and typhoons; mel�ng glaci-

ers; rising sea levels and flooding; erosion of coral reefs; 

and loss of biodiversity sites. The IPCC predicts further 

woes: crop failures, increased migra�on, a drop in fish 

yields, water insecurity and more conflict. Although poor-

er na�ons have a much lower carbon footprint than devel-

oped ones, they are much more liable to these adverse 

effects and thus this is a ma@er of social jus�ce.  
 

There are, however, signs that some measures can have a 

posi�ve effect: metering water, changing from fossil fuels 

for energy produc�on, be@er house insula�on, waste 

management and recycling, solar panels and wind farms, 

reforesta�on, ea�ng less meat, and paying people a fair 

wage so that they are more resilient to adverse condi-

�ons, can all help reduce the adverse effects of climate 

change. 
 

 

Paul then applied Chris�an principles in order to judge 

whether or not he would act to support fracking and un-

derwater coal gasifica�on. He concluded that the reason 

for employing either of the two processes was probably 

commercial gain and therefore he would not consider 

them, He would, instead, respond to Pope Francis’s call to 

live more simply, cut waste and increase the use of renew-

ables. He finished by invi�ng par�cipants to complete a 

Quaker leaflet on carbon foot prin�ng. Most of us found 

this illumina�ng-and horrifying. We all have a lot to learn! 
 

Most of us went away from both talks knowing much 

more about Laudato Si’ and climate change than we had 

previously, and with a determina�on to live more simply 

than before. The day brought other rewards: par�cipants’ 

generosity meant that lunch �me dona�ons to Cursillo for 

Save the Children totalled £260; the speaker kindly donat-

ed their fees to Asylum Link in Liverpool and the Na�onal J 

and P Network; and St Agnes’ parishioners had a Sunday 

homily which reminded us of the impending UN confer-

ence and the need urgently to address the climate change 

issue. Thank you, Ellen and Paul, for coming and spreading 

the word so eloquently.  
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ONE CHINA EXPERIENCE 
 

Marian Thompson writes: 

In  October I went to China; at the same �me President Xi Jinping and his wife visited UK on a state visit so for a short 

�me China was news.   For many years I have been interested in China – its long history, its way of cooking, its culture 

and more recently its amazing economic development. This interest was further encouraged by the NJPN Swanwick 

Conference on China in 2012. So to celebrate a special birthday my family urged me to go and see for myself.  I knew I 

had to go with a group as I wouldn’t manage the language and the wri�ng on my own so I spent several months looking 

at the various tours on offer. I nearly chose an Exposure Trip organised by Cultural Exchange with China (CEC) - see re-

port on page 11 - but in the end I plumped for one that combined visits to the classic tourist sites: the Forbidden City 

and the Summer Palace in Beijing, the Great Wall, the Terraco@a Warriors in Xian and the Shanghai waterfront with its 

tall buildings. I rejected a cruise on the Yangstse and seeing the pandas in favour of a few days of village experience in 

the Gullin area which included Chinese cookery lessons with chopper and wok, cycling around farming villages, a visit to 

the rice terraces and a trip on the River Li with its amazing limestone scenery. 
 

I can only give a few flee�ng impressions from my own personal experience.  But reading again the notes I made at the 

Conference in 2012, I found a lot of similari�es. Conference quotes are given in Italics. 
 

China - A rainbow of colours 

It is a vast country (the same size as Europe) with 1.3 billion popula�on.  Approximately 91.50 % of the popula�on are 

Han Chinese and remainder is made of  56 ethnic communi�es,  many speaking different languages but united by their 

wri@en characters.       
    

Our Chinese guides ( we met 4 at different places on the tour) were all young i.e. in their 30s. All spoke excellent English 

including colloquialisms and jokes. They were open to discussion and answering ques�ons.  Rather sadly I thought they 

had all assumed English names to accommodate us. – David, Jenny, Freddie and John! 
 

 ‘I was the first westerner they had met and first English speaker.’ reported Micheal Nooman who went as an English 

Lecturer at  Shanghai University of Electric Power on a Cultural Exchange with China . 

Everywhere we went we were stared at as something out of the ordinary. There are s�ll very few people with western 

features about. When I got home more than one person asked if I found the Chinese in�mida�ng. My experience was 

just the opposite. The Chinese were very welcoming and wanted us to be photographed with them. They liked us to 

fuss their children and take photos of them.  They welcomed us in morning Tai Chi sessions in local parks—in Shanghai 

in a car park near the hotel. 
 

The one-child policy has brought many problems. It is not sustainable.  In an aging popula�on one child is responsible 

for several aging adults.  We have a genera�on of only children who were oFen spoilt and now as adults find it difficult 

to cope with the give and take of rela�onships.   Commented  Xinran on of the speakers 

   It was no�ceable there were very few children in rela�on to adults – family groups visi�ng the sites with us seemed to 

have parents, maybe grandparents and one child.  The only �me we saw children together was on school trips when 

they stuck together all in their smart uniforms. I came home to hear this one child policy is to change.   On 29 October 

2015, Xinhua, China's state news agency, reported a change in the exis�ng law to a two-child policy, ci�ng a statement 

from the Communist Party of China. However it will take effect only when it is ra�fied in the annual session of Na�onal 

People's Congress in March 2016. But there is s�ll a genera�on of only children and that cannot change. 
 

‘A kaleidoscope of perspec�ves’   

In the enormous expanse of Tian An Men Square looking up at the large picture of Mao ZeDong s�ll prominently facing 

us, David commented on different genera�onal views. His grandparents s�ll loved Chairman Mao for bringing peace 

a<er a period of civil war. His parents hated him for sending them to the country to be ’re-educated’ by the  peasants so 

they did not have chances for real educa�on. He himself couldn’t care less about Mao but admired  Deng Xiaoping 

for opening up China again to the rest of the world.  China today is not an emerging but a returning power 
 

Did David care about lack of freedom and personal liberty? No! For him life was very good when compared with the 

hard varied experiences of his elderly rela�ves  
 

Since 1990 there has been gradual reform  - economic growth is important as it gives more social stability. The Chinese 

are really fearful of disorder. They value co-opera�on rather than compe��on and incessant comparison with others.                                      

Talking to another guide in the rural Gullin area where there are many different ethnic minori�es we asked about Tibet. 

He seemed genuinely puzzled. ‘What do they want? they have plenty of food, good health care, good schools’.  

Con�nued opposite ... 
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ANOTHER CHINA EXPERIENCE  
 

Bishop Nolan of Galloway, visi�ng China with the Chinese Cultural exchange  in October 2015, writes:  

“The Church in China is not as I imagined it.” 
 

“Many stayed faithful throughout the difficult years but can now prac�ce their faith freely,” he said. “And the Faith is 

growing. In Beijing, the capital city, there are 2000 adult converts a year. Most of these are young people. One young 

lady tells us that since she became a Catholic her aunt too has been bap�sed. Her hope is that her parents also will be-

come Catholic. Among these new Catholics there is a great desire to pass on the Faith to others.” 
 

The bishop also told of a young nun and priest he met.   “Mary was only a young child in the mid 1960s when the Cultur-

al Revolu�on started in China,” he said. “One of her earliest memories was of the Red Guards coming to the house and 

taking away her grandmother. When her grandmother returned, she was badly beaten and bruised but happy that she 

had not denied her Faith. At that moment when all seemed dark for the Church in China the seeds of a voca�on were 

sown and Mary longed to become a nun. Today that voca�on is now bearing fruit as Mary seeks to set up a religious 

community. 
 

“We met Ma@hew who showed us a picture of his great-great uncle who in 1900 was put to death in the Boxer Revolu-

�on. His great-great uncle is now a canonised saint and Ma@hew is a Catholic priest,” he said. “Fr Ma@hew and Sr Mary 

come from villages where the people have kept the Faith and where the majority are s�ll Catholic and are now openly 

prac�sing their Faith. Indeed Ma@hew’s church is no modest structure but seats over 2800 people. 
 

“We meet Fr Peter – his living condi�ons are very poor- yet he shows us his plans for not one but 3 new churches he 

plans to build. He has no money and no permission from the government but he is confident that God will provide. We 

meet another priest who shows us his church just newly opened. It is built on the site of a previous church that was 

burnt down in the Boxer Revolu�on resul�ng in the death of the 78 Catholics who had sought refuge inside. This new 

church is now at the centre of a modern housing estate. 
 

“We are used to hearing that the Church in China is divided,” the bishop went on. “In the past it was common to talk 

about the official Patrio�c Catholic Church and the unofficial Underground Church. But those terms are no longer used 

by the Va�can. It is more correct to talk about the registered and unregistered Church. The government want all reli-

gious bodies to be registered. Lack of trust in the government means that some parts of the Church refuse to register 

and therefore are considered illegal. All Catholics in China pray for the Pope and consider him as their spiritual leader.” 
 

The bishop said that ‘the Church is now accepted as long as it is seen to work for the development of the harmonious 

society of China.’ 
 

To read more about this visit with pictures see 

www.cecchina.co.uk/britain/exposure-visits/blog-of-exposure-trip-in-china-2015/ 

A CHINA EXPERIENCE   con�nued from opposite page 

The idea of personal freedom seemed unnecessary. When back in England I men�oned this to a member of our  J & P 

group who is very involved in Free Tibet. He snorted ‘the Chinese have been brainwashed so they don’t understand’. 

I did just wonder if, with our par�cular history of democracy and human rights, it is maybe us with our western back-

ground who don’t understand.      ‘Our response to China today depends on our standpoint.’ 
 

I had heard and read about the Beijing smog caused by industrial pollu�on. Yet the day we arrived the sun was shining 

and the sky, blue. This glorious late summer weather con�nued for the short �me we stayed in Beijing. We were told 

“they had turned off the pollu�on”.  The previous week had been a na�onal holiday when no-one worked and factories 

closed down – hence no smog. There is apparently much pressure from the Chinese themselves for be@er air quality. 

Early in 2015 an online documentary ‘Under the Dome’ was launched, financed and presented by a former state televi-

sion producer Chai Jing. Similar to Al Gore’s ‘An Inconvenient Truth’ it focuses on the causes and effects of China’s air 

pollu�on raising the ques�on ‘should we have rapid economic growth at the expense of human health?’ For many the 

answer to this would probably be ‘No’ but are they prepared to forgo their improved lifestyle to achieve this? But then 

this a ques�on we are all grappling with. 
 

I am so glad I have now visited China but realise I have only had a very flee�ng glimpse of this vast beau�ful country.  As 

Xinran said in Swanwick  ‘I don’t think I am qualified to tell what the Chinese are because I am only a drop of water in the 

ocean that is China.’ 
 

                  Some helpful websites: Free Tibet  www.free=bet.org/          

                  Aid to the Church in Need  www.acnuk.org/countries.php/10/china 

                  Chai Jing’s ‘Under the Dome’  www.youtube.com/watch?v=T6X2uwlQGQM 
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29 Nov to 11 Dec 2015:  The United Na�ons Climate 

Change Conference in Paris, COP21 
 

DECEMBER 

5    ‘RED FLAG OVER BERMONDSEY—THE ADA SALTER 

STORY’  a play 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm  Quaker Mee�ng House, 

Union Walk, Frodsham Street, Chester, CH1 3LF  . Further 

informa�on from Cheron & Roger rocheron@=scali.co.uk  
 

6    Opening of the Holy Door for the start of the Year of 

Mercy , Metropolitan Cathedral,  Liverpool 
 

6    ADVENT RETREAT  Shrewsbury Commission. 

Wistaston Hall, Crewe see page 2 

6    VSO CHRISTMAS CONCERT Chester Town Hall,  

Northgate Street Chester, CH1 2HJ   7pm   Tickets £10 
 

8    ‘TIME OUT ON TUESDAYS’  at the Cenacle see page 7 
 

10  HUNGER & MALNUTRITION IN AN AFFLUENT SOCIETY 

6:30 pm - 8:00 pm  University of Chester, Beswick Lecture 

Theatre,  Parkgate Road Chester, CH1 4BQ . Inaugural 

Lecture by Professor Lynne Kennedy. Tea and coffee from 

6-6.30 pm in Beswick Foyer. A complimentary drink will 

be available a<er the lecture. Please book a place. Tickets 

are free of charge and can be obtained from Jenni 

Westco@, T Corporate Communica�ons: Ext 1344; Email 

j.westcoH@chester.ac.uk  
 

13   CAROLS IN THE CITY  An Advent service for all those 

who are interested in the asylum seeker and refugee  

situa�on. Stories from ALM Music led by Tongues of Fire 

St Agnes  82 Huyton Hey Rd L36 5SQ 4.00 – 5.00 

Hospitality a<erwards in the parish rooms.  

17   CAFOD CAROLS 7.30 – 9.00 St Teresa’s, 23 College Rd, 

Upholland, nr Wigan. WN8 0PY 
                

                                  JANUARY 

12    ‘TIME OUT ON TUESDAYS’  see page 7 

15    CAFOD QUIZ NIGHT  Our Lady’s Parish Centre,  

Ellesmere Port Town Centre. 7.30 pm see page 7 

17    LACE ANNUAL MEMORIAL LECTURE  see page 2  

17    PEACE SUNDAY   see page 2 

 

 

18 - 25   WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 

Theme: ‘Called to proclaim the mighty acts of the Lord’  

Resources will be available: hHps://ctbi.org.uk/week of 

prayer 

19   UGANDA RURAL TRANSFORMATION Talk by Sarah 

Cooper 5.00-6.00pm, Best Building, University of Chester, 

Chester Campus, Chester CH1 4BQ   Open to all. 01244 

512190.  

24   HOMELESS SUNDAY       see page7 

28   LIVE BELOW THE LINE Campaign Launch at LACE 

 6.30 –7.30 pm    See page 7 

30   SHARING VISIONS OF A GOOD SOCIETY    

CAP Annual Conference   see page 7  
 

FEBRUARY 

2   CLIMATE: REFLECTIONS ON THE PARIS CONFERENCE 

NEGOTIATIONS AND OUTCOMES  Talk by Rob Elsworth, 

Climate and Policy Analyst at CAFOD. Jointly arranged by 

CWDF and the Department of Geography and Develop-

ment Studies.7.00 pm – 9.00 pm University of Chester, 

Chester Campus, Chester CH1 4BQ 
 

7    CHURCH ACTION ON POVERTY SUNDAY see page 7 

www.church-poverty.org.uk/sunday 
 

9    ‘TIME OUT ON TUESDAYS’ at the Cenacle page 7 

10    ASH WEDNESDAY 

12    CAFOD QUIZ NIGHT   see page 7 
 

27    STOP TRIDENT  Na�onal Demonstra�on  in London 
 

29 Feb to 13 March   FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT  ‘Sit down 

to breakfast, stand up for farmers.’ 
 

MARCH 

4    WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER ‘Receive children, 

receive me’ by women of Cuba www.wwdp.org.uk/ 

8    ‘TIME OUT ON TUESDAYS’  see page 7 

11   CAFOD QUIZ NIGHT see Page 7 
 

13   36th ANNUAL ROMERO MASS Celebrant Fr Dave 

Heywood St Benedict’s, Rhodes St, Warrington 

WA1 2NS   10.00 Family Mass  

27   EASTER SUNDAY   

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Maria is making a good 

recovery from her opera-

�on and we hope that she 

will be returning to work in 

the not too distant future.  


