
 

Children’s liturgy – Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Welcome: Today we hear how an angel appeared to Joseph to tell him what a special 

baby Jesus would be. We are going to be thinking about parents and babies from around 

the world. 

 

Opening prayer: Loving God, as we wait for the birth of Jesus at Christmas, we give 

thanks for the wonderful gift of new life. We pray for all parents around the world and for 

their children, that they will be healthy, happy and love one another. Amen. 

  

Gospel: Matthew 1:18-24  

This was how the birth of Jesus Christ took place. His mother Mary was engaged to 

Joseph, but before they were married, she found out that she was going to have a baby 

by the Holy Spirit. Joseph was a man who always did what was right, but he did not want 

to disgrace Mary publicly; so he made plans to break the engagement privately. While he 

was thinking about this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, 

descendant of David, do not be afraid to take Mary to be your wife. For it is by the Holy 

Spirit that she has conceived. She will have a son, and you will name him Jesus — 

because he will save his people from their sins.” 

Now all this happened in order to make what the Lord had said through the prophet come 

true, “A virgin will become pregnant and have a son, and he will be called Immanuel” (which 

means, “God is with us”).  

So when Joseph woke up, he married Mary, as the angel of the Lord had told him to do. 

But he had no sexual relations with her before she gave birth to her son. And Joseph 

named him Jesus. 

Gospel reflection: What do you remember from today’s reading? 

In this story an angel comes to tell Joseph that everything will be all right and that Jesus 

is not just an ordinary baby but is very special. He is the son of God.  

How do you think Joseph feels in this story? 

Do you have a baby brother or sister? What is their name? They need lots of looking after. 

Even though they are very small, babies need lots of things to make sure that they are 

happy. Can you think of some of the things that babies need? (Food, warmth, love and 

attention, sleep, somewhere to live) 



No matter where in the world they are born, babies need the same basic things. Sometimes 

it is hard for families to provide all of these things because of what is happening around 

them.  

In Syria, Kadar and his family had to leave their home because of a war. Kadar has three 

children. They are five and three and the baby is not even one yet.  

Kadar is a teacher, but even though he has a good job it is hard for him to buy all the things 

that he needs for his family. 

Because of the war, houses, food and other things that the baby needs, like nappies, have 

become very expensive.  

The local Church in Syria has helped Kadar’s family to pay for the house they live in now, 

so that they have more money to spend on the other things that they need.  

Even though it has been hard, Kadar and his family try to have lots of fun, talking and 

playing together. Kadar says: “Life would be awful without fun.” 

God loves us all, even the tiniest baby. As we get ready to celebrate the birth of Jesus, we 

think about all the other babies around the world and how special they are too.  

In the coming week, perhaps you can keep babies, children and their parents around the 

world in your prayers. 

Activity 

Colour in illustration of the angel visiting Joseph and do the other activities on the sheet. 

 

Remember to share all that you have heard thought about today. During the week, find 

pictures of yourselves as a baby. How have you changed? Can you recognise yourself? 

Find pictures of your parents or other family members as a baby, or pictures of babies from 

around the world in magazines, newspapers or on CAFOD’s website. Are there any 

similarities or differences between the pictures? If you have written a prayer, ask them to 

say it at home together during the week. 

 



 


